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ENERGY EFFICIENCY

Missed opportunities?

gF.'l"lP.'J'E]'fu'»:.‘.'l"l, !

Spans across

and ina

na of tha five pillars of the

Stabik=ation Pran, b mitgate

1ha curent South Adrcan
aleciricity crists, 8 intensdication of
anergy afficancy solutions, aspecially
plans 1o managa alecinciy demand
fheaugh energy efficiency projects
wishin housaholds, and ndustrial and
cormrmensial buldings. Basides this Plan,
tha anargy consenation schama 450 by
[Eakam and fhe anergy elliciency diva by
ther Mational Cleaner Production Centra
wars amang elodts o reverda and
rmitigate the siuation,

Unlorunataly, the practica ts usualy
an erphasis on reducing consumplion.
Furthermora, the deive far anangy
afficiency has been refegated to demand
side managameant, thus depriving us of
the comprehensive benetils of enargy
afficlancy,

During South Alrica’s Parlamentary
public haarngs in 3012, the Enegy
Intensive Usar Growp fold MPs that
fhare was not an affectve sirategy in
place to addrass the issus of enangy
afficiency. The gavemment's 2005
Enargy Efficiancy Strabagy was far from
achigving the 12% 2045 improvernan
targed and tha stratagy had a mirdmal
afiect, inclding the siow conclsion
af the curent revision of the siralegy.
Focus on liguid fuslsfAransport has.
io date, unforunalely been reglecied
and s being rastricied primarily to
he conversian of vabiclas 1o Liquesd
Patrolaum Gas.

Hiowever, since 2005 the National
Businass Ingiatiea, with oihar business
ofganiaations including Businaess Unity
South Africa, has warked in the privata
sacioY io sUpport voluntary effons to
drive energy eficiency. In 2011, this was

supersaded by tha astablshmeant of an
Energy Efficiency Leadership Matwark as
a joind irdiative betwesn govarmmant and
busingss. In 2012 building regulations
changed fo include enangy affciant
maasras including anhanced glazing on
dooes and windows. Another big drive 1o
make all public tuildngs anangy efficient
i alsa in the olfferng.

Anatiher projact is the ‘Clean Enargy
Minislarial-Warking Group [CEM-WE)
on Cool Roofs’, whareby cool surfaces
theawgh high-mpecl, low-cost, sho-
payback investment are supposed to out
nal anergy use and also halp roals and
equipment 1o last longes, and Fngrove the
combort of nan asr-conditionad bulldings —
while ihe opposite applies ko gahanised
rands,

Eskom had an enengy affcency
prograsmima, funded fram tariffs, which
fargeted 1,037MW demand savings
and 4, 055G Wh enargy saxings over a
thrae year perod. Usaga of bght amitting
dinxda lights, heat pumps and salar waber
haating is achiewing savings. Through
thiz iniliative, ower 54 million compact
fluorescent Bghting (CFL} bulbs have
been digtribubed in Ihe langest sush
progrismma in tha world,

WHAT'S TO BE DDNE?

The constrsction of the “Witual Powar
Stalion, using workd-class enargy
afficiancy programmeas, would ba a
fraction of the currarnt costs of any ooal
finad powar station, Ae-secialisation
including publc education on enengy
afficlancy is vital and, tharafore,
arganiged cvil sociaty hag a rale 1o play
and a contribution to make. Civil society
can persuaca the ordinary ciizen, as an
indridual. to ensure enangy efficancy

at work and outright eactricity saving al
hiame.

Tha C3IR argues thal tha
construction mdustry should ba
transformad by the use of enangy etficlent
matarials wih eco-friendly content and
fow-carbon dootprints in manufectuna and
dalvary, Anather initiative is b dasign
construction {of buildings) to siminate
wastage, Thera ane negulations io police
dumping: howavar these are dificult 1o
enlonee.

According to the Intamational
Energy Agency (IEA), govamrmants in
Ty counties ane moreasingly wwars of
the urgent nesd b maks bater usa of iha
warkd s enémy resources. Pesults roma
group of 16 |EA countrias show that since
19640 abauil hall ol the incréased damand
foer aneegy sarvices has baen mat
theough highes eneqgy consumgplion, and
tha ather half theough gairs in enangy
affasancy. A secion achieved alfiancy
mprovaments, which averagad 0.5%
year bebiean 1980 and 2005.

Africa has anly a few good stories
0 (el An Africs Infrastructure Country
Diagnastic Study conducted by the
‘Wiarkd Bank lound thak referming power
wtilities to reduce inefficiencies would
sawg LUISEL3 billion & yaar, In Ethiopia,
five million CFL bulbs wers destriiusd;
after anly half of the bulbe had been
distributed, thea country had saved BOMW
of elactricity, Ethiopians alsa designed a
conBarvation campaign, upgraded strast
ghting, negatiated wilh large pover
ugers, and distnbuted 2.5 millon afficiant
housahold cookers. Thess sioves Ee
A0-50% hass wood fusl, whach savas
woman and chidren precious tima
fetching wood and has the sdded banafit
of saving trees. In Lganda B00,000 and
Raanda anothar 200,000 CFLs ware
distributad,

Matwithstanding the abowve Tew
achiewamants, what is lafi is fo convince
sceplics a5 lo whesher enaugh has,
and is, being done to intensify enangy
effcseney throughoul the carinent — and
nal just @ handful of countries. oo
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